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2ESHB 2195 - H AMD 736
By Representative MDernott

ADOPTED AS AMENDED 01/ 23/ 2004

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"PART 1
CERTI FI CATE OF ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT

NEW SECTION. Sec. 101. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE REQUI REMENTS. (1) The high school assessnent system
shall include but need not be limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of
student |earning, opportunities for a student to retake the content
areas of the assessnment in which the student was not successful, and
one or nore alternative nmeans for a student to denonstrate achi evenent
of state academ c standards. The alternative neans for each content
area shall be conparable in rigor to the Wshington assessnent of
student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, beginning with the
graduating class of 2008, successful conpletion of the reading,
writing, and mathematics content areas of the high school Washington
assessnment of student |earning, or of an approved alternative neans in
those content areas as provided in subsection (10) of this section,
shall lead to a certificate of academ c achievenent. The certificate
of academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
The certificate of academ c achi evenent is required for graduation from
a public high school but is not the only requirenent for graduation.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, successful
conpletion of the reading, witing, mathenmatics, and science content
areas of the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, or
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of an approved alternative nmeans in those content areas, is required
for graduation froma public high school in the state of Washi ngton and
shall lead to a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(4) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
schools under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi sions of section 104 of this act.

(5 A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(6) Beginning with the graduating class of 2005, the highest scale
score and |evel achieved in each content area on the high school
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning shall be displayed on a
student's transcript. In addition, beginning with the graduating cl ass
of 2008, each student shall receive a scholar's designation on his or
her transcript for each content area in which the student achieves
| evel four.

(7) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, if a student takes
t he hi gh school assessnent but is not successful in one or nore content
areas required for the certificate of academ c achi evenent, the student
may retake the assessnent in that content area one or nore tinmes at no
cost to the student. School districts nust nake avail able to students
the foll owm ng options:

(a) To retake the assessnent in that content area at |east twi ce a
year if the student is enrolled in a public school;

(b) To retake the assessnent in that content area if the student is
enrolled in a high school conpletion program at a comunity or
techni cal coll ege. The superintendent of public instruction and the
state board for comunity and technical colleges shall jointly identify
means by which students in these prograns can be assessed; or

(c) To use an alternative neans devel oped and approved by the
superintendent of public instruction and authorized pursuant to
subsection (10) of this section to denonstrate achievenent of the
standards for that content area if the student has retaken the
assessnment in that content area at |east once.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
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school assessnent of student |earning but who wish to inprove their
results shall pay for retaking the assessnment, using a uniform cost
determ ned by the superintendent of public instruction.

(9) Subject to available funding, the superintendent shall pilot
opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent beginning in the
2005-06 school year. Beginning no later than Septenber 2006,
opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

(10) Beginning no later than spring 2007, subject to fornal
| egi sl ative approval of the alternative neans, alternative nmeans shal
be in place to denonstrate achievenent of the state standards in a
content area in which the student was unsuccessful on the Washi ngton
assessnment of student | earning. Through the omibus appropriations
act, or by statute or concurrent resolution, the legislature shall
formal |y approve the use of any alternative neans, including appeals,
before its inplenmentation as part of the high school assessnent system

(11) To help assure continued progress in academ c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for students as provided in this subsection.

(a) Plans are required for eighth through twelfth grade students
who were not successful on any or all of the content areas of the
Washi ngt on assessnent for student |earning during the previous school
year. The plan shall include the courses, conpetencies, and other
steps needed to be taken by the student to neet state academc
standards and stay on track for graduation. This requirenent shall be
phased in as foll ows:

(1) Beginning no later than the 2005-06 school year ninth grade
students as described in (a) of this subsection shall have a pl an.

(i1) Beginning no later than the 2005-06 school year and every year
thereafter eighth grade students as described in (a) of this subsection
shal | have a pl an.

(ii1) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through
a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nmprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
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was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(iv) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

(b) Beginning with the 2005-06 school vyear and every year
thereafter, all fifth grade students who were not successful in one or
nmore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a plan.

(1) The parent or guardian of a student described in (b) of this
subsection shall be notified, through a parent conference, of the
student's results on the Washington assessnent of student | earning,
actions the school intends to take to inprove the student's skills in
any content area in which the student was unsuccessful, and provide
strategies to help theminprove their student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 102. CERTIFI CATE REPORTS REQUI RED ON THE CUT
SCORES REQUI RED TO ACH EVE THE CERTIFI CATE, ALTERNATIVE MEANS, AND
| SSUES RELATED TO VALIDI TY AND RELI ABILITY. (1) Before the results of
the 2004 high school assessnment of student learning are reported to
school districts, the academ c achievenent and accountability
comm ssion shall review and adjust, if necessary, the perfornmance
standards needed to neet the high school standards and obtain a
certificate of academ c achievenent as provided in section 101 of this

act. The comm ssion shall include in its review consideration of
vari ous conjunctive and conpensatory score nodels, including the use of
the standard error of neasurenent, into the decision regarding the
award of the certificate of academ c achievenent. To assist in its

del i berations, the comm ssion shall seek advice froma commttee that
i ncludes parents, practicing classroom teachers and principals,
adm nistrators, staff, and other interested parties.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
devel op options for inplenenting alternative neans for students to
denonstrate achi evenent of the state academ c standards, one of which
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shall be an appeals option. The alternative neans shall be conparable
in rigor to the Washington assessnent of student |earning and be
objective in its determ nation of student conpetency.

(a) By July 1, 2004, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall report its recommendations for alternative neans
including the use of appeals, to the governor, the state board of
education, and the house of representatives and senate education
committees.

(b) In its deliberations, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall consult wth parents, adm ni strators,
practicing classroom teachers including teachers in career and
technical education, practicing principals, appropriate agencies,
prof essi onal organi zati ons, assessnent experts, and other interested
parties.

(c) Through the omibus appropriations act, or by statute or
concurrent resolution, the legislature shall formally approve the use
of any alternative neans, including any appeals process, before its
i npl enentation as a part of the high school assessnent system

(3) By Novenber 30, 2004, the superintendent of public instruction

and the state board of education shall provide to the house of
representatives and senate education conmttees all avail able pertinent
studies, information, and independent third-party analyses on the

validity and reliability of the high school assessnent system
especially as it pertains to the use of the system for individua
student deci si ons.

Sec. 103. RCW 28A.230.090 and 1997 c¢ 222 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE OF ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT - STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON H GH
SCHOOL GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENTS, | NCLUDI NG LOCAL DETERM NATION OF
| NDI VI DUAL STUDENT SUCCESS. (1) The state board of education shal
establish high school graduation requirenents or equivalencies for
st udent s.

(a) Any course in Washington state history and government used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents is encouraged to include
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.
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(b) The certificate of academ c achievenent requirenents under
section 101 of this act are required for graduation froma public high
school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenments for a high school and beyond plan
shall remain at the |ocal |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall ©periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a [ ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or Jlocal school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal |l be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirements and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted hi gh school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform

any other additional assignnent to receive credit. ((Subseetion{4)—of
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(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equal s one high school credit.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 104. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS. School districts may use assessnents ot her
than the high school Washington assessnent of student learning to
descri be the academ c standards attai ned by students served under this
chapter for the purposes of high school graduation for students who
cannot participate in the assessnents, even with acconmodati ons. Wen
assessnents ot her than the high school Washington assessnent of student
| earning are used, the assessnents shall be in agreement with the
appropriate educational opportunity provided for the student as
required by this chapter.

When assessnents other than the high school Washi ngton assessnent
of student | earning are used for high school graduation purposes, the
student's high school diploma shall state that the student has
conpl eted required high school assessnents appropriate for the student.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny a student the
right to participation in the program of assessnent known as the high
school Washi ngton assessnent of st udent | ear ni ng, and, upon
successfully nmeeting the high school standard, receipt of the
certificate of academ c achi evenent.

Sec. 105. RCW 28A.195.010 and 1993 c¢ 336 s 1101 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE OF ACADEM C ACH EVEMENT - PRIVATE SCHOOL STUDENTS
EXEMPTED. The |legislature hereby recognizes that private schools
should be subject only to those mninum state controls necessary to
insure the health and safety of all the students in the state and to
insure a sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation
requi renents. The state, any agency or official thereof, shall not
restrict or dictate any specific educational or other progranms for
private schools except as hereinafter in this section provided.
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Principals of private schools or superintendents of private schoo
districts shall file each year with the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninum requirenments
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent will notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. In
case of major deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education nmay grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi renents. M ninmumrequirenents shall be as foll ows:

(1) The mninmm school year for instructional purposes shal
consist of no less than one hundred eighty school days or the
equi val ent in annual m nimum program hour offerings as prescribed in
RCW 28A. 150. 220.

(2) The school day shall be the same as that required in RCW
28A. 150. 030 and 28A. 150. 220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian schools.

(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w thout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ning such circunstances.

(4) An approved private school nmay operate an extension program for
parents, guardians, or persons having legal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enployee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A. 410 RCW
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(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having | egal custody include objectives consistent wwth this
subsecti on and subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (7) of this section;

(c) The certified person spend a m ni nrum average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student's progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school's extension program

(5) Appropriate neasures shall be taken to safeguard all pernmanent
records against | oss or danmage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and
fire safety requirenents. However, the state board shall not require
private school students to neet the student |earning goals, obtain a
certificate of ((mastery)) academ c achi evenent to graduate from high
school, to nmaster the essential academ c |earning requirenments, or to
be assessed pursuant to ((REW28A-636-885)) section 101 of this act.
However, private schools may choose, on a voluntary basis, to have
their students master these essential academ c |earning requirenents,
take these assessnents, and obtain certificates of ((rastery)) academ c
achi evenent . A residential dwelling of the parent, guardian, or
custodi an shall be deened to be an adequate physical facility when a
parent, guardian, or person having |legal custody is instructing his or
her child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basic skills of occupational education, science, nmathematics, |anguage,
social studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nmusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.

Al l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) ((abeve)) of this
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section provided, school rules and adm nistration, or other matters not
specifically referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility
of the admnistration and adm nistrators of the particular private
school invol ved.

Sec. 106. RCW 28A.200.010 and 1995 ¢ 52 s 1 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

CERTI FI CATE OF ACADEM C ACH EVEMENT - STUDENTS | N HOVE- BASED
| NSTRUCTI ON EXEMPTED. (1) Each parent whose child is receiving hone-
based i nstruction under RCW 28A. 225.010(4) shall have the duty to:

((6H)) (a) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or
she is planning to cause his or her child to receive hone-based
i nstruction. The statenent shall include the nanme and age of the
child, shall specify whether a certificated person will be supervising
the instruction, and shall be witten in a format prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the
statenent by Septenber 15th of the school year or within two weeks of
t he begi nning of any public school quarter, trinester, or senmester with
the superintendent of the public school district within which the
parent resides or the district that accepts the transfer, and the
student shall be deened a transfer student of the nonresident district.
Parents may apply for transfer under RCW 28A. 225. 220;

((2)) (b) Ensure that test scores or annual academ c progress
assessnents and i muni zati on records, together with any other records
that are kept relating to the instructional and educational activities
provi ded, are forwarded to any other public or private school to which
the child transfers. At the tinme of a transfer to a public school, the
superintendent of the |ocal school district in which the child enrolls
may require a standardi zed achievenent test to be admnistered and
shal | have the authority to determ ne the appropriate grade and course
| evel placenent of the child after consultation with parents and revi ew
of the child' s records; and

((3))) (c) Ensure that a standardi zed achi evenent test approved by
the state board of education is adm nistered annually to the child by
a qualified individual or that an annual assessnent of the student's
academ c progress is witten by a certificated person who is currently
working in the field of education. The state board of education shal

10
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not require these children to neet the student |earning goals, naster
the essential academ c |earning requirenents, to take the assessnents,
or to obtain a certificate of ((mastery)) academ c achi evenent pursuant
to ((REOW28A6306-885)) section 101 of this act. The standardi zed test
adm ni stered or the annual academ c progress assessnent witten shall
be made a part of the child s pernmanent records. If, as a result of
the annual test or assessnent, it is determned that the child is not
maki ng reasonabl e progress consistent with his or her age or stage of
devel opnment, the parent shall make a good faith effort to renedy any
defi ci ency.

(2) Failure of a parent to conply with the duties in this section
shall be deened a failure of such parent's child to attend school
wi thout valid justification under RCW 28A. 225.020. Parents who do
conply with the duties set forth in this section shall be presuned to
be providing hone-based instruction as set forth in RCW 28A. 225. 010(4).

Sec. 107. RCW 28A.230.120 and 2003 ¢ 234 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

HI GH SCHOOL DI PLOVAS- - | SSUANCE- - OPTION TO  RECEI VE FI NAL
TRANSCRI PTS- - NOTI CE. (1) School districts shall issue diplomas to
students signifying graduation from high school upon the students'
satisfactory conpletion of all local and state graduation requirenents.
Diplomas shall include one of the followng statenents: (a)
"Certificate of Academic Achievenent earned," or (b) "conpleted
required high school assessnents appropriate for the student."
Districts shall grant students the option of receiving a final
transcript in addition to the regular dipl ona.

(2) School districts or schools of attendance shall establish
policies and procedures to notify senior students of the transcript
option and shall direct students to indicate their decisions in a
tinmely manner. School districts shall nmake appropriate provisions to
assure that students who choose to receive a copy of their final
transcript shall receive such transcript after graduation

(3)(a) A school district nmay issue a high school diploma to a
per son who:

(i) I's an honorably discharged nenber of the armed forces of the
Uni ted States;

11



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(i1) Was schedul ed to graduate from high school in the years 1940
t hrough 1955; and

(i1i) Left high school before graduation to serve in Wrld War |
or the Korean conflict.

(b) A school district nmay issue a diploma to or on behalf of a
person otherwi se eligible under (a) of this subsection notw thstanding
the fact that the person holds a high school equivalency certification
or i s deceased.

(c) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt a formfor
a diploma application to be used by a veteran or a person acting on
behalf of a deceased veteran wunder this subsection (3). The
superintendent of public instruction shall specify what constitutes
accept abl e evidence of eligibility for a dipl ona.

Sec. 108. RCW 28A.305.220 and 1984 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDI ZED HI GH SCHOOL  TRANSCRI PTS- - SCHOOL
DI STRICTS TO | NFORM STUDENTS OF | MPORTANCE. (1) The state board of
education shall develop for wuse by all public school districts a
standardi zed high school transcript. The state board of education
shall establish clear definitions for the ternms "credits"” and "hours"
so that school prograns operating on the quarter, senester, or
trimester system can be conpared.

(2) The standardized high school transcript shall include the
hi ghest scale score and | evel achieved in each content area on the high
school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning or other high school
assessnent successfully conpleted by the student as provided by section
104 of this act. Additionally, the transcript shall record all schol ar
designations as provided by section 101 of this act.

(3) Transcripts are inportant docunents to students who will apply
for admssion to postsecondary institutions of higher education.
Transcripts are also inportant to students who wll seek enploynent
upon or prior to graduation from high school. It is recognized that
student transcripts may be the only record available to enployers in
their decision-making processes regardi ng prospective enpl oyees. The
superintendent of public instruction shall require school districts to
informannually all high school students that prospective enpl oyers may

12
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request to see transcripts and that the prospective enpl oyee' s deci sion
to release transcripts can be an inportant part of the process of
appl ying for enpl oynent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 109. The superintendent of public instruction
shall study the effect of the certificate of academ c achievenent
requi rement on dropout rates and report the findings to the |legislature
and the academ c achi evenent and accountability comm ssion by October
1, 2010. The superintendent of public instruction shall include any
rel ated recomendati ons for decreasing the dropout rate in the report.

PART 2
ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 201. ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS
AND ASSESSMENTS - REPORT REQUI RED ON ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER OPTI ONS FOR
MEETI NG THE ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS | N SCCI AL STUDI ES,
THE ARTS, AND HEALTH AND FI TNESS. By Septenber 1, 2004, the
superintendent of public instruction, after consultation with parents,
practicing classroomteachers and principals, education organi zations,
and other interested parties, shall report to the governor, the state
board of education, and the house of representatives and senate
education commttees with assessnent options and other strategies to
assure continued support and attention to the essential academc
| earning requirenments in social studies, the arts, and health and
fitness in elenentary, mddle, and high schools. The options shall
i nclude a recommended tineline to inplenent those recomendations the
| egi sl ature adopts. The options may include recomrendations on the
design, admnistration, scoring, and reporting of classroom or
per f or mance- based assessnents for these content areas. The options nay
al so include local and state reporting requirements in these content
ar eas.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 202. ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS
AND ASSESSMENTS - REPORTS REQUI RED ON THE ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG
REQUI REMENTS, THE RESULTS OF | NDEPENDENT RESEARCH ON ALI GNMENT AND
TECHNI CAL REVIEW AND THE FEASI BI LI TY OF RETURNI NG ASSESSMENT BEFORE

13
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THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR (1) Subject to available funding, the
superintendent of public instruction shall report to the governor, the
state board of education, and the house of representatives and senate
education conmttees on the results of independent research on the
alignnent and technical review of the reading, witing, and science
content areas of the Wishington assessnment of student |earning for
el ementary and m ddl e grades and for high school. The review shall be
conparable to the research conducted on the mat hemati cs assessnents and
shall be reported in accordance with the follow ng tinelines:

(a) In the content areas of reading and witing by Novenber 1,
2005; and

(b) I'n the content area of science by Novenber 1, 2006.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall report to the
gover nor, the state board of educat i on, and the house of
representatives and senate education comrmittees on the review,
prioritization, and identification of the essential academ c |earning
requi renents and grade |evel content expectations in accordance wth
the follow ng tinelines:

(a) In the content areas of reading, witing, math, and science by
Novenber 1, 2004,

(b) I'n the content area of social studies by Novenber 1, 2005;

(c) In the content area of the arts by Novenber 1, 2006; and

(d) I'n the content area of health and fitness by Novenber 1, 2007.

(3) By Novenber 30, 2004, the superintendent of public instruction
shall report to the governor, the state board of education, and the
house of representatives and senate education comittees on the
feasibility of returning the results of the Washington assessnent of
student | earning, including individual student performance i nformtion,
to schools, teachers, and parents in the same school year in which the
assessnment i s adm ni stered.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 203. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 230
RCWto read as foll ows:

ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS. By the
end of the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall have in place in
el ementary schools, mddle schools, and high schools assessnents or
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other strategies to assure that students have an opportunity to learn
the essential academc learning requirements in social studies, the
arts, and health and fitness.

Sec. 204. RCW 28A.655.070 and 1999 c 388 s 501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS - DUTI ES
OF THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C I NSTRUCTION. (1) The superintendent of
public instruction shall develop essenti al academ c learning
requirenents that identify the know edge and skills all public schoo
students need to know and be able to do based on the student |earning
goals in RCW 28A. 150.210, devel op student assessnents, and inpl enent
the accountability recommendati ons and requests regardi ng assi stance,
rewards, and recognition of the academ c achi evenent and accountability
conmi ssi on.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall .

(a) Periodically revise the essential academc learning
requi renents, as needed, based on the student |earning goals in RCW
28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shall be considered primary. To the
maxi mum ext ent possi ble, the superintendent shall integrate goal four
and the know edge and skill areas in the other goals in the essenti al
academ c | earning requirenents; and

(b) Review and prioritize the essential academc |earning
requirenents and identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the
grade level content expectations to be assessed on the Washington
assessnment of student learning and used for state or federal

accountability pur poses. The review, prioritization, and
identification shall result in nore focus and targeting with an
enphasis on depth over breadth in the nunber of grade |evel content
expectations assessed at each grade |evel. G ade level content

expectations shall be articulated over the grades as a seguence of
expectations and perfornmances that are logical, build with increasing
depth after foundational know edge and skills are acquired, and
reflect, where appropriate, the sequential nature of the discipline.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction, within seven
working days, shall post on its web site any grade |evel content
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expectations provided to an assessnent vendor for use in constructing
t he WAshi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3) In consultation wth the academ c achi evenent and
accountability comm ssion, the superintendent of public instruction
shall maintain and continue to devel op and revise a statew de acadenic
assessnment system in the content areas of reading, witing
mat hematics, and science for use in the elenentary, mddle, and high
school years designed to determne if each student has nastered the
essential academc learning requirenments identified in subsection (1)

of this section. School districts shall adnminister the assessnents
under qui deli nes adopted by the superintendent of public instruction.
The academ c assessnent system shall include a variety of assessnent

met hods, including criterion-referenced and perfornmance-based neasures.

(4) |If the superintendent proposes any nodification to the
essential academ c learning requirenents or the statew de assessnents,
then the superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities for
the education commttees of the house of representatives and the senate
to review the assessnents and proposed nodifications to the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents before the nodifications are adopted.

(5) (a) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent system are used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not mnmastered the essential acadenmc
learning requirenents at the appropriate periods in the student's
educati onal devel opnent.

((65))) (b) Assessnents neasuring the essential academ c | earning
requirenents in the content area of science shall be available for
mandatory use in mddle schools and high schools by the 2003-04 school
year and for mandatory use in elenentary schools by the 2004-05 school
year unless the leqgislature takes action to delay or prevent
inpl enentation of the assessnent.

(6) By Septenber 2006, the results for reading and nathematics
shall be reported in a format that will allow parents and teachers to
determ ne the academc gain a student has acquired in those content
areas fromone school year to the next.

(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to provide
educational support to individual students, the superintendent of
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public instruction shall provide as nuch individual student perfornance
information as possible within the constraints of the assessnent
systems item bank. The superintendent shall also provide to schoo

districts information on classroom based and ot her assessnents that may
provi de additional achievenent information for individual students.

(8) To the maxinum extent possible, the superintendent shal
i ntegrate know edge and skill areas in devel opnment of the assessnents.

((€66))) (9) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW 28A. 150. 210
shall be integrated in the essential academ c |earning requirenents and
assessnments for goals one and two.

((6H)) (10) The superintendent shall devel op assessnents that are
directly related to the essential academ c | earning requirenents, and
are not biased toward persons with different |earning styles, racial or
et hni ¢ backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.

((68))) (11) The superintendent shall consider nmethods to address
the unique needs of special education students when devel oping the
assessnents under this section.

((69Y)) (12) The superintendent shall consider nmethods to address
the wunique needs of highly capable students when developing the
assessnents under this section.

(13) The superintendent shall post on the superintendent's web site
lists of resources and nodel assessnents in social studies, the arts,
and health and fitness.

Sec. 205. RCW 28A.655.030 and 2002 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS - DUTI ES
OF THE ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY COW SSI ON.  The powers
and duties of the academ c achi evenent and accountability conm ssion
shall include, but are not [imted to the foll ow ng:

(1) For purposes of statew de accountability, the conm ssion shall

(a) Adopt and revise performance inprovenent goals in reading,
writing, science, and mathematics by subject and grade |level as the
comm ssion deens appropriate to inprove student |earning, once
assessnents in these subjects are required statew de. The goal s shal
be consistent wth student privacy protection provisions of RCW
28A. 655.090(7) and shall not conflict with requirenents contained in

17
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Title | of the federal elenentary and secondary education act of 1965,

as anended. The goals nmay be established for all students,
econom cally disadvantaged students, limted English proficient
st udent s, students wth disabilities, and students from

di sproportionately academ cally underachieving racial and ethnic
backgrounds. The comm ssion may establish school and school district
goal s addressing high school graduation rates and dropout reduction

- - —)) The conm ssion
shall adopt the goals by rule. However, before each goal is
i npl emrented, the comm ssion shall present the goal to the education
commttees of the house of representatives and the senate for the
commttees' review and comment in a tine frane that will permt the
| egislature to take statutory action on the goal if such action is
deened warranted by the |egislature;

(b) Identify the scores students nmust achieve in order to neet the
standard on the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning and, for high

school students, obtain a certificate of academ c achi evenent. The
conm ssion shall also determ ne student scores that identify |evels of
student performance bel ow and beyond the standard. The conmmi ssion

shall consider the incorporation of the standard error of neasurenent
into the decision regarding the award of the certificate of academc
achi evenent. The conm ssion shall set such performance standards and
levels in consultation with the superintendent of public instruction
and after consideration of any recomendati ons that may be devel oped by
any advisory conmttees that my be established for this purpose.
Beginning in 2005, if the commssion makes any adjustnent of the
student performance standards, then the comm ssion shall present the
recommended performance standard to the education conmttees of the
house of representatives and the senate by Novenber 30th of the year
before the school year in which the changes will take place to permt
the leqgislature to take statutory action before the changes are
inplenented if such action is deened warranted by the legislature. Any
new or revised performance standard the commi ssion plans to use for
2004 assessnents shall be presented to the legislature by January 1,
2004;
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(c) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify successful
schools and school districts and recormmend to the superintendent of
public instruction schools and districts to be recogni zed for two types
of acconplishments, student achievenent and inprovenents in student
achi evement. Recognition for inprovenents in student achi evenent shal
i ncl ude consi deration of one or nore of the follow ng acconplishnents:

(1) An increase in the percent of students neeting standards. The
| evel of achievenent required for recognition nay be based on the
achi evenent goals established by the legislature ((urder—REW
28A—655-050)) and by the comm ssion under (a) of this subsection;

(1i) Positive progress on an inprovenent index that neasures
i nprovenent in all levels of the assessnent; and

(ti1) Inprovenents despite challenges such as high levels of
mobility, poverty, English as a second |anguage |earners, and |arge
nunbers of students in special populations as neasured by either the
percent of students neeting the standard, or the inprovenent index.

When determning the baseline year or years for recognizing
i ndi vi dual schools, the comm ssion may use the assessnent results from
the initial years the assessnents were adm nistered, if doing so with
i ndi vi dual school s woul d be appropri ate;

(d) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify schools and
school districts in need of assistance and those in which significant
nunbers of students persistently fail to neet state standards. In its
del i berations, the comm ssion shall consider the use of all statew de
mandated criterion-referenced and normreferenced standardi zed tests;

(e) ldentify schools and school districts in which state
intervention neasures wll be needed and a range of appropriate
intervention strategies, beginning no earlier than June 30, 2001, and
after the legislature has authorized a set of intervention strategies.
Begi nning no earlier than June 30, 2001, and after the |egislature has
authorized a set of intervention strategies, at the request of the
conmm ssion, the superintendent shall intervene in the school or school
district and take corrective actions. This chapter does not provide
addi tional authority for the comm ssion or the superintendent of public
instruction to intervene in a school or school district;

(f) Identify performance incentive systens that have inproved or
have the potential to inprove student achi evenent;
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(g) Annually review the assessnent reporting system to ensure
fairness, accuracy, tineliness, and equity of opportunity, especially
wth regard to schools wth special circunstances and unique
popul ati ons of students, and a recomrendation to the superintendent of
public instruction of any inprovenents needed to the system

(h) Annually report by Decenber 1st to the legislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and recommendations of the
comm ssion. The report may include recommendati ons of actions to help
i nprove student achi evenent;

(i) By Decenmber 1, 2000, and by Decenber 1st annually thereafter,
report to the education commttees of the house of representatives and
the senate on the progress that has been nmade in achieving ((t+he

' and—any—addi-tional)) goal s adopted

by the comm ssi on;

(j) Coordinate its activities with the state board of education and
the office of the superintendent of public instruction;

(k) Seek advice from the public and all interested educationa
organi zations in the conduct of its work; and

(1) Establish advisory commttees, which may include persons who
are not nenbers of the conm ssion;

(2) Holding neetings and public hearings, which may include
regi onal neetings and heari ngs;

(3) Hiring necessary staff and determning the staff's duties and
conpensat i on. However, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall provide staff support to the comm ssion until the
comm ssion has hired its own staff, and shall provide nost of the
techni cal assistance and |ogistical support needed by the conm ssion
thereafter. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall be the fiscal agent for the conm ssion. The comm ssion may
direct the office of the superintendent of public instruction to enter
into subcontracts, wthin the commssion's resources, wth school
districts, teachers, higher education faculty, state agencies, business
organi zations, and other individuals and organizations to assist the
comm ssion in its deliberations; and

(4) Receiving per diemand travel allowances as permtted under RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 206. ESSENTI AL ACADEM C LEARNI NG REQUI REMENTS
AND ASSESSMENTS - RCW 28A. 655. 060 REPEALED. RCW 28A. 655. 060 (Essenti al
academ c | earning requirenents--Statew de academ c assessnent systent -
Certificate of mastery--Educational pathways--Accountability--Reports
and recommendations--Washington comm ssion on student |earning,
creation and expiration) and 2001 2nd sp.s. ¢ 20 s 1, 1999 c¢ 373 s 501,
1998 ¢ 225 s 1, & 1997 ¢ 268 s 1 are each repeal ed.

PART 3
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 301. Part headings and captions used in this
act are not any part of the | aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 302. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 303. This act is necessary for the immedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."

2ESHB 2195 - H AMD 736
By Representative MDernott

ADOPTED AS AMENDED 01/ 23/ 2004

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "standards;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "anmending RCW 28A. 230.090,
28A. 195. 010, 28A.200.010, 28A. 230.120, 28A 305.220, 28A. 655.070, and
28A. 655. 030; adding a new section to chapter 28A 655 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 155 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A. 230
RCW creating new sections; repealing RCW28A. 655. 060; and decl aring an
ener gency. "

~-- END ---
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